THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

KJV

COLLECT
Almighty God,
give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness
and put upon us the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge both the quick and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 33.14–16

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that
good thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel and to
the house of Judah. In those days, and at that time, will I cause
the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall
execute judgment and righteousness in the land. In those days
shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is
the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our
righteousness.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 3.9–13

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the
joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God; Night and
day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might
perfect that which is lacking in your faith? Now God himself and
our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you.
And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one
toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:
To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ with all his saints.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
GOSPEL

Luke 21.25–36

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory be to thee, O Lord
And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the
stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the
sea and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for
the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see
the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and
lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. And he
spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees;
When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves
that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see
these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is

nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass
away, till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but
my words shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves, lest
at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon
you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell
on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
man.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ

POST COMMUNION
O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of thy Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

