COLLECT
EPIPHANY
O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of
the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at last
behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.
FIRST READING
Isaiah 60.1-6
A reading from the book of Isaiah
Jerusalem, stand up! Shine! Your new day is dawning. The glory of the LORD
shines brightly on you. The earth and its people are covered with darkness, but
the glory of the LORD is shining upon you. Nations and kings will come to the
light of your dawning day. Open your eyes! Look around! Crowds are
coming. Your sons are on their way from distant lands; your daughters are
being carried like little children. When you see this, your faces will glow; your
hearts will pound and swell with pride. Treasures from across the sea and the
wealth of nations will be brought to you. Your country will be covered with
caravans of young camels from Midian and Ephah. The people of Sheba will
bring gold and spices in praise of me, the LORD.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
SECOND READING
Ephesians 3.1-12
A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
Christ Jesus made me his prisoner, so that I could help you Gentiles. You have
surely heard about God's kindness in choosing me to help you. In fact, this
letter tells you a little about how God has shown me his mysterious ways. As
you read the letter, you will also find out how well I really do understand the
mystery about Christ. No one knew about this mystery until God's Spirit told it
to his holy apostles and prophets. And the mystery is this: Because of Christ
Jesus, the good news has given the Gentiles a share in the promises that God
gave to the Jews. God has also let the Gentiles be part of the same body. God
treated me with kindness. His power worked in me, and it became my job to
spread the good news. I am the least important of all God's people. But God
was kind and chose me to tell the Gentiles that because of Christ there are
blessings that cannot be measured. God, who created everything, wanted me
to help everyone understand the mysterious plan that had always been hidden
in his mind. Then God would use the church to show the powers and
authorities in the spiritual world that he has many different kinds of wisdom.
God did this according to his eternal plan. And he was able to do what he had

planned because of all that Christ Jesus our Lord had done. Christ now gives us
courage and confidence, so that we can come to God by faith.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

GOSPEL
Matthew 2.1-12
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
You are the Christ everlasting born for us all of a Virgin,
You have conquered death, opened heaven to all believers.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory be to you, O Lord
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd
my people Israel.”’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in
a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to you, O Christ
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
POST COMMUNION
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with the
wise men have been drawn by your light discern the glory of your presence in
your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

